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MUJA AB — REFURBISHMENT — TREASURY ADVICE 

348. Mr W.J. JOHNSTON to the Treasurer: 
I refer to the Premier’s statements on radio yesterday that the Minister for Energy, the Premier and the Treasurer 
had agreed to the additional expenditure on the bungled Muja AB refurbishment prior to this week’s cabinet 
decision.  

(1) What was the nature of the advice received from Treasury regarding the investment of taxpayers’ 
money in the refurbishment of Muja AB? 

(2) Did Treasury approve of the additional payments during this financial year? 

(3) As these decisions did not pass through cabinet and there is no reason not to release them, will the 
Treasurer table all advice provided to him by the Department of Treasury? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied: 
(1)–(3) In answer to the last part of the question, the answer is, very briefly, no; I will not provide all that 

advice. I receive a whole range of advice from Treasury on a whole range of matters. In relation to the 
role that Treasury has played in and around the section 68 approvals, yes, Treasury provided advice to 
me; of course I took note of that advice and, where required, concurrence was provided to those 
decisions. It would be fair to say—I heard someone highlight this earlier—that the Pre-election 
Financial Projections Statement contained some concerns that Treasury had and, indeed, they were 
concerns that I shared, but based on — 

Mr M. McGowan: So you signed off on it when they said, “Don’t do it”? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: No, I did not say that at all; I said that Treasury’s advice to me was to concur with the 
Minister for Energy’s decision. Treasury highlighted concerns to me and I shared those concerns. Subsequent to 
that, our approval—or concurrence is probably a better term—was effectively provided. In respect of the pure 
application of section 68 of the act, my understanding is that the role of the Treasurer is not defined there; there 
is another part of the act near that section that involves my concurrence. However, within government, of course 
we get involved, so we were involved. We reviewed issues, and there have been plenty of issues. We are now at 
this point in the process; the government has made decisions around the future of the process and they have been 
well canvassed. The anticipated additional costs in and around the process have been detailed by the member 
today and it is fair to say that the unfortunate reality is that some of the concerns that were flagged had 
materialised. 
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